Biblical Meanings of “Law”
1.  “Law” is revealed by God’s works and words
           
A.   Ethical Duties   
                       
                     Moral “Law” 







        - Revealed in God’s work of creation






        - Explained in God’s word of 10 commandments







        - Useful in all times to command Godly behavior & expose sin


         Creation 














Consummation
                  “Law” is predominantly used this way in our Westminster Confession of Faith

 
    The image of God within man reflects man’s inexcusable awareness of God’s moral law.    Rom. 1:20, Eph.4:18

B.  God’s Teachings

God’s “Word” or “Commandments” are the same as God’s “Law”

     “Law” is predominantly used this way in the Psalms and Proverbs, and by John and James in the New Testament, seldom by Paul.



* This overlaps with the “moral law”, yet is also equivalent to God’s written Word and “commandments”.  



Psalm 119


James 2: 8-11, 4:11-12

I Cor. 7:19   Gal. 4:21-22   Rom. 13:8-10



Proverbs 1:8, 3:1, 4:2 

I John 2: 4-5; 3:22-23; 5:2-3  

2.  “Law” is God’s Covenant:  Old and New

A.  Old Covenant “Law”




                   Old Covenant “Law”


           Creation

      Moses  


       Christ  





           Consummation





      Entered with Moses                     Expires/Fulfilled in Christ
                   “Law” is predominantly used this way by Jesus and Paul.  Matt. 5:17, Luke 16:16-17, John 1:17,  Acts 7:53,  Gal. 2-3, Rom.1-7, Eph.2:15









    I Tim. 1:7-11, Col. 2:14 

            B.  New Covenant “Law”                                                                                                   New Covenant “Law”




           Creation

      Moses  


       Christ  





           Consummation
                  “Law” is used this way to explain the present power of the Holy Spirit and the new covenant in Christ.  



This New Covenant Law is how believers “do”, “keep”, “fulfill”, “establish”, and “submit” to God’s Law. 



(These verbs are in Rom.2:13,26,27; 3:31; 8:7,13:8-10)   New Covenant Law is the meaning of Rom.8:2,7; Gal. 6:2; Heb.7:12,28
Applications: 

1.  We are no longer under the rule of God’s Law as identified by Moses’ Old Covenant.  
      In Christ, that Old Covenant Law has been fulfilled; and is no longer the constitution or covenant through which God identifies and serves His people.

      In this sense, the “Law” and “Gospel” are very different.  “You are not under Law, but under grace”  Rom.6:14

      This “Law” anticipated the “Gospel” of Christ. 
2.  We are now under the rule of God’s Law as identified by Jesus’ New Covenant. 

      In Christ, this New Covenant Law gives the Holy Spirit more intensively and extensively to God’s people. 

      The benefits of justification, adoption, and resurrected spiritual life are given to us only through this New Covenant Law  

     In this sense, the “Law” and “Gospel” are the same.  “the Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the Law of sin and death” Rom.8:2
      This new Christ-Law fulfills the old Moses-Law.  
3.  We are always under the rule God’s law concerning His word, commandments, and the ethics of the Christian life.  

      In Christ, all our violations of this moral law are forgiven.  

      The law of God’s word and various commandments expose our sin and instruct us in the life of Godliness.  

4.  Are we under the Law of God?  The accurate answer depends on what a person means by “law”.  
